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{T is 3 ſaying of Solomon w orthy to be writ- 
F tenin letters of gold That a friend lownh 
ma 4t all times, and 4 brother is born for adver- 
ſtya: And therefore thongh God need S7VOH $947 
not the witnels of men,nor truth our T eſtimony, \ yer 
when his Name 15 blaſphemed , the truth contradi- 
Red and oppoled the taithtull friends of God, and 
the lincere lovers of che Truth , will (asin all ages 
they have done)ſtand upin his cauſe, which they then 
ſee in ſuch apparent H»zard. In the Scriptures we 
read of a cloud of Witneſſes bthat appeared for God, ? 4b-12. 1: 
and bare witneſle to [1s Truth , though for ſo doing + 
{ome of them had tryal of cruel mockings and ſcour2- cob, 16 
ings , yea mereover of bonds and impriſonment c , &c. 37» 38 
In the Apoltaſte ot the ten Tribes Elijah and Eliſha 
were zealous tor God againlt the falle Prophers of 
A 2 Baal, 


(4) 

Baal. Feremy at Feruſalew , and Ezekiel in Cap- 
tivity bore witneſſe againſt the whoredoms of the 
houſe of F#44h , as is moſt evident throughone their 
whole Prophefges. Peter and the other Apoſtles, 
thovgh commanded not to reach any more inthe 
N.me of Chiiſt, yet did nor theretore torbear , re- 

« Atts5.:5. {ſolving ratber to obey God ihen wen d. The two wit- 
ne Tes propheſied one thoufand ewo hundred three- 
[core | , ail the while the Gentiles Cid treac un- 

eRev.11.2,3. der-{oot the holy City e. Arri«s met with great A- 

ay axon thana/igs , and when the whale world wondered at it 

ganumerabiles felt that it was become Arrian, the general Coun- 
= Fay 6 cc! of Nice f met and laid an anathens on that perni- 
rerbyterss b 

Epiſ.op nu- C1OUS Herefie. In latter times God had many in this 

mero recenti [and who loved mot their limes wat the deuth g, & gaye 

rh Spar Teſtimony to the Truth, not in ink but in blood, and 

[anctirzre 5 Who ( though they be dead) yer ſpeak h, as their 

miraculiret rames will live for cver. When the Complices of 

rm Arava foe trom the feveral refo 

{eripturarum THAI 1s QC MARY, 100e rom ne erUT Om 

ſcimvie plene ed Churches convened in the general Synod of Dorr, 

egy rae and condemned his peſtilentious Errours. And yet 
rol.1.pap. 261 MOIe lately , Tbe i deſignes of Priefts and Fefuites, and 
-” 12. 11+ 0ther adherents tothe (ea of Ronve 444init the true Refor- 

+ rage + med Protcitaut Religiow in his Majeſties Dominion; 

face tothe eſtabliſbed,'the introducing of drucrs innovations and ſu- 

Proteltation perſt 484004 inte the Church together with the ariving ous 

75: 194" of multitudes ous of his Mjeſties Dewinions, amongſt 
other realogns brought forth the Proteſtation, for the 
defence,as of other things, ſoalſoof whe true reformed 
Prazeſiont religion expraſſed in the Decirine of the Church 
of Bngland,againſt all Popery & Popiſh innovations with- 
inihi. Realm wheiin not onely the Parliament it felf 

was 


(5) 
was engaged,but according to 


the & Order and { Vore of tae 
Houle of Commons, the ge- 
nerality of the King dom were 
engaged t90, The in calling to 
muinde the treacherouw and bloody 
plots, conſpiracies, attempts and 
pradtiſes of the entmcs of God 
a74diuſt the tru Religion ana pro- 
fejjors thereaf mm al places eſpect- 
ally ih theſe three Kingdoms ever 

cerbe Reformnion of Religion, 
and bow much thetr rage , power 


hSee the Order of the Houſe of ( ommonys 
May 5. 1641. conecrning the printing of 
the Prexgmble ind rhe Proteſtition , and 
ſenching down the Copies printed by the 
knights and Barge 0: s, who were to inti- 
mate with whit will:iogneſle all the Mer 
bers of the Houſe made the Proteſt ation, 


and tur r 1 hgmbe 4, that as they quitifie 
the raking of it in themſelves, ſotkey can» 
nor bnt »pprove it in all (ach 24 (1:all rake it, 
| 5:e the Vote of rhe Houſe, July 35, 1641 
wherein thty dalam, that what perſon [0+ 


ever Tall not rake the Doreitition 1s noke 
to ber Ofhce in the Church or Common 
wealth. 

m Ihe Preface of the Solemn League and 


Covrnanr, publiſhed Sefr. 27.1643. 


and preſumption had been of late, and were at that tame 
encreaſed and exerciſed , did ina great riall of af flults- 
ew n, induce theſe Kingdoms toenter into a Solemn » : Cor. 8. 2. 


League and Covenant, as for ot 


her things, ſoallo tor 


the defence md Reformation of Religion and Extrpation 
of Popery, Prelacy , Superſtition, Herejie, Schifme, and 


Prof apeſſe , cre. by which, [c. 


the Proteſtation and 


Covenaac , as there was care taken for the better de- 
ſence of thetruth , ſothere was alloa glorious con- 


feſſkon of it made before God, Angels and men. And 


now when men ot perverſe 


_ this tirred up the 2a] of our 
Brethren , the Miniſtersvof the 


Lo give Teſtimony to the Truth of Jeſus Chriſt, 


And therefore that we the 


ſpirits and corrept mimas, 
reprobaze concerning the faith had refiſtcd the trach ©, 


"EF? Tim; k 4 


reverend and gndly 
Province of London, 


Y 


Miniſters of Chri& 


within the Province of the County of Larcaſter,may | 
in ſomething fil up the meaſure ot the Teſtimony of. 


them that have gone before x : 
| 3 


conſidering thar we ; 
cannox | 


(6) 
cannot but be ſenſible of the ſtrange and wofull A- 
poſtaſie of ſundry from the Faith ; the grear oppo - 
ſition made againſt the Government and Dilcipline 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; the ſad Diviſions and Rents in this 
tattered and corne Church ; that an univeriall Tole- 
ration of all , eventhe moſt execrable doctrines that 
ever were hatcht in hell or broached in t!.e world, 1s 
earneſtly laboured atter by many ; and chat the So- 
lemn League and Covenant,ſworn with hands lifted 
up tothe moſt high God.,is with many buried in ob- 
livion, as it is not only neglected and fhghted, bur 
allo contemnedc, {corned, derided,and molt palpably 
violated and trampled on by not a few , and thar its 
maniteſt thar God is hereby ſhametully cithonoured, 
molt highly provoked , neighbour Churches juſtly 
{candalized, all fundamen:all and {aving Traths mm 
danger to be plucked up by the roots,and our ſeveral 
Flocks to be poyloned withthe [preauving Errours of 
the times. 
| Theclaim thatis laid co Truth by the three glori- 
p The Famer ous Perſons inthe bleſled Trinity p; the high price 
Gol of Truth, And acccunt that is worthy to be ſet upon it, being to 
Deut. 32. 4. bz bought q though at never {o dear 4 rate (however 
. ES now a dayes eſteemed of with many as a retuſe com- 
thebolyGhoſt MOCity ) the high thanktfulneſle we owe ro God for 
the ſpiris of keeping Truth io chaſte and pure lo long under an 
-; =p adulcerous Church-Government; the trult repoſed 
in us by Jeſus Chriſt as his meſtengers, embaſladors 
and ſtewards of the myſteries of the Goſpel,ot whom 
y 1 Cor. 44,2. IC1S required that they ſhould be faithfull r, the duty 
; Exck. 33-7 We OWE T0 Our {everall Flocks as being Watchmen s 
#9. togivethem warning , and that as ſtandard- bearers 


we 
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we may encourage them earneitly t 10 contend for the t Jude ;! 


faith once delin ered to the Saints; the care over their 
immortall ſouls redeemed u with the precious blood of 
Chriſt; the conlcience of our Solemn League and 
Covenant binding us 1n our places to endeavour the 
Reformation of Reli: 210n,and the Extirpation-of the 
contrary ; our fears leſt the Reformation ſo earneſtly 
longed tor, {o joyfully covenanted, {0 much ſuffered 
for, and of late times ſo much bled tor , ſhould atter 
{o many ſharp throws, and {uch harc 1abour, prove 
an abortive birth ; the worthy, renowned and much 
encouragin? example of our Reverend Brethren tle 
Miniſters ofthe Province of Lon lon going before us 
{and whom to follow in witneſſe-bearing to the 
Trutrh,and ſo far as they follow Chriſt w, We Count 1t 
but our duty ) The multitude of them that in thele 
dayes co oppole the Truth, by whole great numbers 
it iS in danger to be born down JF contrary endevours 
ro the utmoſt be nbt uſed by the united ſtrength of 
all that love it to hold it up ; and laſtly,that we may 
waſh our hands from the guilt of betraying by our 
ſiafull filence {o precious a treaſure as Truth 1s , and 
may not judge our poſterity unworthy thereof for 
our ſakes, it we ſhould not own it, plead tor it, and 
hold it faſt: Theſe thiags,we ſay,inthis juncture of at- 
fairs, do draw us forth pablikely to declare our ſelves 
in thoſe main things witneſled ro by our Brethren in 
their late Teſtimony to the Truth of Feſns Chriſt , andto 
our Solemne Learue and Covenant , as alſo againit the 
Errors, Hereſies, and Blaſphemies of th:ſc times, and the 
Toleration of them. 


I. As 


W1 Per. 1.13, 


w1Cor.1.1 


19, 


x See the Te- 
ſtimony to 
the truth of 
Feſus Chriſt, 
pag. 3» 
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l, 


As touching the neceſſity of a platform of Do- 
Arine or Conteſhon of Faith , we ſh1ll need to ſay 
nothing , it having been found ſo uſetull for the 
Church in all Ages, from the primitive times even 
untill now, nor only that the 1gnorant might thereby 
be informed concerning the main points needfull to 
be known and believed by them unto falvation, bur 
allo for the better preſerving of the truth, dereing 
and diſcovery of Hereticks and Seducers, und to te- 
Nifie conſent and agreement in that one Faith. 

Here only we think it needfull ro declare, that we 
do highly approve of The hunoble _Udvice of the Re- 
verend and learned A ſembly of Divines, concerning 4 
Confeſsion of Faith, judging it nor only to be ortho- 
dox, ſound, ſolid, ſubſtanciall, and pious, bur alfo to 
be very full, and in efpeciall ntanner uſefull for theſe 
times, as that which doth obvizte thofe many dan- 
gerous Errors that do fwarm tm this Age : and there- 
fore as we do «et emo the whole, fo we allo do cone 
concur with the Reverend Aſſembly, and our x Reverend 
Byethren the Minifters of the Province of London , in 


or humble and hearty tha it may receive the a 
probation and fanttion of Amtbertty, 1s the joynt conf. 
ſion of Faith for theſe rhree Sianben in par{uwance of our 
Covenant. _ 


In the next place , we do hereby openly profeſſe 
before God and the world, that we cannot but trem- 


ble 


(9) 
ble and be amazed to conſ14er , that in a Land enga- 
ged in ſuch a Covenant proteſſing ſo much for Re- 
formation z mide partakers of ſo many ſpecizl mer- 
cies as Enzlznd hath been, {uch bla{ phemous OX 
ecrableand horid dottrines ſhould ever ve publikely 
broached, printed, mantained and defended as are at 
theſe times. We ſhall not need ro recite them par- 
ticularly , becauſe that work 1s lo tally done already 
ro our hands by our Brethren in their late Teſtimo- 
ny y; although to the great griet and wounding of 
our hearts we may declare, that as they onely there 
inrenced to eive 
-4llz, loweare aſſured their C ,atalogue of Errours 
might be muc} auzmenred, if there were any necel- 
lity to rake any further inco the Junghil-books 
whence they might be gathered,and that many more 
au:hors might be quoted , to make it more tully evi- 
dent; thar there are indeed ſuch Errours and Hcere- 
lies amongſt us as are by them recited. But here we 
cannot but bluſh , wonder and be aſtoniſhed at our 
ſtrange revolt. We remember. the times when 
under the Prelatical ryranny , Arminianiſme, Anti- 
nomianiſme, and the Innovations that were intro- 
duced intothe worſhip of God, were generally cryed 
out againſt by all that party waich was then eſtee- 
med truly religeous : but now, as though Errours 
and Hereſies had changed their natures , and wetre 
grown better becaule the perſons proteſſing , patro- 
nizing and countenancing them in theſe dayes pre- 
rend to more piety and holineſſe then was to be 
tound in the Fautors of them heretofore, ſuch kinde 
of Errours as would then have been abhorred by 
B every 


y See tlie (2 
'S} £ ut Oo! Li 
Fourrinh 


a [nm all taſte of thar wormwood and I cit1mony eo 


the Truth of 


I rim (, yt bo 


Pive C,tk , 


:0, 


7 lb: 4 P. 27. 
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every onetruly con'cientious : tothe great diſhonor 
of God, ſcandall of Religion , and ſhame ot our 
Church and Nation, do now take ſanctuary and 
ſhroud themſelves under the ſhadow of many of 
thoſe that challenge to themſelves the name ot the 
godly party. 

And as we cannot but take notice of the juſt hand 
of God out againſt us in letting open the flood: gates 
to |ct in the ſea of Errour, wherewith this Church is 
in danger to be overthrown , thereby to punith our 
tor mer luke warmlcfle and coliinctle in detence of 
tlie truth , unprotitablenelle un.'cr the meanes of 
grace , Cile(tcem anc (lighting of the Truth , owr wot 
valuing 45 we ourht the in eſlimable bentht of the Goſpel , 
our not labenring for the purity and power thereof , and 
not endeavouring torecerve Chriſt in our hearts, nor to 
walk worthy of him in our [:/ts , which are the cauſes of 
ether ſins and tran{greſs10ns ſo much ahounding among ſt 
w, lo we, cannot but expreſle our Ceepeſt lence 
hereof and ſorrow for the ſame, this alone being 
{ufficient to move us to roul our ſelves in the 
duſt, to rent our hearts and not our garments ; as the 


& See the Ordinance of the Loydr and Com- 
mons aſſembled in Parliament concerning 
the growth and ſpreading of Errors, Here» 
fies and Blaſphemies, ſering apart a day of 
publike Humiliztion to ſeek Gods affilt. 
ance for the ſupprefling and pre venting the 
ſame, and which was ordered by the Lords 
ro be printed Die Tous, Feb. 4.1646 and 
ro be carried down by the Sheriff's and nn- 
der-Sherifts, and dclivercd w the (cverall 
Miniſters of every pariſh Church and 
Chappel within this Kingdom, who were 
required to take ngzice of rhe ſame. 


Honourable Houſes of Par- 
liament hereupon ſaw cauſe 
both for themſelves and the 
whole Kingdom to be hum- 
bled for the growth of Errours 
Hereſies and Blaſphemies when 
they publiſhed cheir Ordinance 
ato that purpoſe: As allo for 
ro ſeek Gods aſsiſtkence for the 
ſuppreſsing and preventing of the 


[ame 


(11) 
ſameand which put us in hopes that there would have 
bcen long betore now an application of {ome effectu- 
all means of r:medy. And although we cannot but 


trom the bottom ot our hearts lament , and pity all 


thole that arc intanÞlcy in the Cangerous and deadly 
ſnares of the Errours of thelc times, yer co::(1dering 
thit unſound and heretical doctiine will cat 45 doth 
canker b Or gangrene ; and theretore doth maniteltly 
tend tothe razing Cown to the ground the true Chris 
ſtiin Faith, the extirpiting of all erze Religion and 
the power of godlineſle, the poyloning and undoing 
of precious louls, 1sthe peſt of a Church the weed 
that will over-grow Gods garden, and {0 choak the 
plants of the Lords own planting z doth highly pro- 
yoke God to anger ; and that the fuliginous vapours 
thereot which have of late riſen up out of the bot- 
romlcile pit ( as they have greatly eclipled ) {o are 
they in danger tO grow io thick clouds to the ut- 
ter darkening of the heavens over our heads, that we 
ſhould not behold any more the light of the glorious 
Goſpell of Jelus Chrift , we do therefore hereby te- 


ſtifie with ourBrethren c to all onr flocks,to all the King- ere yz 
cCiIrniho 


Few ( brift, 
Page 33» 


dom , to all the Reformed Churches, as our great difiike of 
Prelacy, Eraſtiamfme, Browniſme and Independency \ ſo 
our wer abhorrency of Amiſcipturiſm,Popery, 'Arianiſm, 
Socinianiſme , Arminaniſme, CAntimomaniſme, Ana- 
baptiſme, Liberti{me, and Familiſme, with all ſuch like 
now 100 rife among ft #9 ,and more particularly all thoſe 
Errours wirnefled agaimſt by our Brethren , and re- 
cited by them in their Cotatogue of infamous and 
pernicious Errours in their late Teſtimony, 
And we do hereby, xs the Watchmen of God and 
B 2 Miniſters 


tt 


4 Mart. - 


+$ P<t.3. l. 


'$ 


fzJurn xv. 


1C, 11 


£Rom.16,17 


þ H:tb. c. 12: 
4 Eph. 4+14- 


hk Aﬀts 17. 11. 


I x John 4. 1. 
m1 Thel.s. 
2O, 21 


SEpli. 4+ 15- 


0 Eph. 1. 27. 


2 Eph. 316, 
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Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt , give warning to our ſeve- 
rall Flocks 4, That they take heed of the wolves in ſheeps 
clothing , of all e falſe Teachers that do privily brine 173 
Damnable lice, es, UH denying the Lord that bon: 
them , and bring upon themſelves (wift deſtruction , ana 
that therefore they follow not thetr perniciens wayes, that 
the way of Truth may not be evil ſpoken of , that t if any 
man come unto them and bring not the aatrine of Clniit, 
they receive him not intotherr houſe, neither bid 1151 Gon 
ſpecd, that ſo they be net partakers of their evil deeds , 
that 2 they mark them which cauſe d;wviſions and offencer, 
contrary to the doctrine which they hawe learned, and 
avoja them : And do earneſtly exhort them inthe 
bowels of Jeius Chriſt , That they [avour to vet ſeund 
knowledze, andto be well grounded in the principles of 
the Oracles of | God ( thewarrant whereof is the cauſe 
why ſo many are ſcduced and turned aſide, and being i 
but children in underitanding are toſſed to and fro , and 
carryed about with every winde of do(trinc by the ſlerght 
of men and cunning craftineſſe of thoſe that lie in wait to 
deceive ) k that they ſearch the Scriptures with thoſe 
gookBereans whether thoſe things they hear be ſoo no; 
| chat they btleeve not every ſpirit , but try the ſpirits 
whether they are of God, becauſe many falſe Prophets are 
gone ont into the world, m that they deſpiſe not prophe- 
cying, but mw all things, and hold fait that which 
s goed; n and that ſpeakins the truth in love , they row 
up into Chriſt in all thinzs which is the head : Moſk 
humbly beſeeching o the God of our Lord Feſis Chriſt 
the Father of glory , that he would give unto all hs peo- 
ple the Spirtt of wiſdom and revelation in the knowledge 
iof him : p That he would grant wnto them according to 
| the 


(13) 
the riches of hu elory , to be ſirengthened with might by 
his Spirit in the miner man , that they may be kept from 
every ei way of crrour and (in, 111 may alwayes hae 
ſomething to ſay forthe truth , and nothing azainſt it > 
that all thoſe that 20 aſtray may be brou7be into the way 
of truth - and that we our ſelves, our [everall Focke, and 
the whole Church of God cvery where muy be {ound 
blameleſſe at the day of Chriit, And however we can- 
not but tor the prelent deplore the fad condition of 
the Church oft God in this Kingdom , in reſpett ot 
the poylontiul Errours it 15 inlected with, yer wc 
hope that that God which often works by contra- 
ries, making [candals the tryal and triamph of his 
choſen, 15 tor the pretent doing his people good by 
ehe means of Errours growth , thereby trying their 
lincerity andloveto truth, ſtirring them up to prize 
it the more,and more to ſearch after it. There muſt be 
Hereſies, {aith the Apoſtle, that they that are approved 
may be made manifeſt q. Open enemies and talſe bre. 91 ©or-11-19: 
. : h sf N cn verum 
thren( by the wile ordering of God , who can make 1.x: quod 
{overaign mithridate of the fleſh of vipers ) do al- neciun, /c4 
ways advantagethe r Church. | nds akagd 
And we do furthertruſt, that when Gad, by his ter, 44 verum 
thus ſuffering thegrowth ot abo minable and perni- 4//endum 
cious Errours for atime , hath thereby tully accom- —_— : 
pliſhed the work he hath to do upon the hearts of unde. Augall. 
his people , he that knows how to bring light our of Sane F 
darkneile, order out of confuſion, good our of 
evil, ashe madethe prideand tyranny of the Pre- 
lates the meanes to caſt them forth , fo alſo in much 
mercy to England will at length, by this moſt un- 
likely and contrary means in it ſclt, make the Refor- 
B3 : mation 


__ - 


{ Pal. 94- 20+ 
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pe 
mation of theſe Kingdoms much more thorough and 


lorious. 
, IIT. 

But before we pafſe on any further, we are here 
led to expreſle with what aſtoniſhment and horrour 
weare {truck when we ſeriouſly weigh what en- 
deavours are uſed tor the eſtabliſhing ot an univerſal 
Toleration of all the pernicious Errours , blaſphe- 
mous and heretical doctrines broached in theſe 
times, aSit men would not fin taſt enough except 
they were bidden; orasit God were not already 
enough dithonored except the throne of 1niquity were 
ſet up, framing miſchief by a Law \ , or a$it men were 
atraid that Errour ( agoodly plant to be cheriſhed ) 
would not grow faſt enough except it were made 
muchof z or as if it might as juſtly lay claim ro the 
priviledge of being dctended as truth it (elt, or as it 
there were danger that Satan would not deſtroy 
ſouls enough , except he might do the ſame withour 
all reſtraint. For our own parts, as we can never 
ſufficiently admire and wonder that any that have 
taken the Solemn League and Covenant, ſhould 
either have ſo quickly forgotten it, or elſe imagine 
char the eſtabliſhing a Toleration of Herefie and 
Schiſme by a Law , ſhould be the way to extirpate 
them ; ſoalſo here we ſhall rake occaſion to declare 
what our apprehenſions are concerning ſuch a To- 
teration. 

We have ſearched the Scriprures , looked as im- 
partially as we could: into/ thole authemtick records, 
and yer we cannot finde that ever ſuch a thing was 

| practiſed 


(15) 
praiſed with approbation from God, from the time 
that Adam was created upon the carth unto the 
ſealing up ot the ſacred volume,the ceaſing of viſions 
and all new divine revelations. But on the contrary, 
that thole were blamed , reprehended and checked, 
that did but connive and wink at the practiſe of thole 
things that were diſplealing unto God 7; that the nor ,,”, .. 
eaking away the high places is mentioned to be a de - | Sag 
fe in their Retormation, of whom yer God himſelf *1 Fine 45; 
gives Teſtimony , that their hearts were uprights; ** 70 
and that thoſe that quite took all away what ever » 2 Chio. «7. 
was diſtaſteful co him , were by God himſelf highly © < 31226 
honored and much commended w: And theretore OY 
we cannot {ce how ſuch a kinde of Toleration as is 
endeavoured after in thele times can any ways con» 
ſiſt with a thorough Reformation according to the 
Word of God , there being nothing more contrary 
to Retormation then Toleration. 

Beſides what elſe would this be bur a ſetting up 
the image of jealouſic that provekes 80 jealouſic x , and a * k=ck-8. z, 
putting upon God( who knows how many)corrivals. 

It would be a giving Satan free liberty to ſer u 
his threſbolds by Gods threſholds , and his poſts by Gaas 
poſts y , his Dagon by Gods Ark , which how diſ- yEzck, 438 - 
honorable it would be to God and Jeſus Chriſt his 
onely Son , we leave all mento judge. They that 
ſearch diligently cannot finde in it love to God , or 
love to his Truth, or loveto mens precious ſouls ; 
Nay , it ſtrongly ſavours of leaving of firſt lowe 2, FRev. 2-6. 
which Chriſt hates, of luke-warmlcſle and want of 
zeal, for which Chriſts threatens to (pue owt of his 
woutha , of love to Errour, and de a 9. @Rev. 3.16. 


; 
ij 
, 
j 
| 


(16) 


ſome amiableneſle and worth therein tor which it 

were to be deſired, or elle why ſhould there be a 

pleading to have it tenderly dealt with and induiged? 

even a3 it argued alove to Baa! inthem that plead- 

ed for him againſt Gidcon, becaule he had caſt down his 

5 Jucg. 6,39, altar and cut down the erove that wit by it b. It would 
*'' benopart of Fn2lands thankfulneſle unto God , at- 

rer ſo many deliverances and mercics received from 

him, to grant men open liberty to blaſpheme God ar 


c 2 Per. 3. 16. 


their pleaſure, wreſt the SCYIptures ro their own de- 
ſeruttion c, trample upon his holy Ocdinances,fleighr 


and condemn all Miniſtery , delpile his Mcſlengers, 
commit all manner of abomination , and for every 
oneto goa whoring atter his @wn inventions,which 
yer would be the cftects of a lawlefle Toleration. 
Add yet further,that a Toleration would bethe put- 


4 11 there were a company of mad men run. 
ning up and down the ſtreets with knives 
and (words in their hands endeavouring to 
miſchieve and kill , muſt we do nothing/to 
reſtrain them ? Burroughs beart-divi/.ons, 
Page 24. Sce more ju bim there to this purpoſe 
& large. 

e The devil muſt not be let alone though 
he ger into mens conſciences, God hath ap- 
pointed no City of refuge for him: if he flec 
to mens conſciences 2s Toab ra the horns of 
che altar, he muſt be fetchr from thence, or 
faln upon there : mm may be done to 
men to keep them from evil, and to reduco 
them notwithſtanding the plea of their con- 
ſciences. Burroughs beart-divifions. Pag. 29, 
39, Sec bimthere alſo more as large. 


ing of a [word into a madmans 
hand 4: a cup of poyſon into 
the hand of a child: a letting 
looſe of mad men with fire- 
brands in their hands, an ap- 
pointing a City of refuge in 
mens conſciences for the devil 
rofly toe, a laying of the 
ſtumbling block betore the 
blind ; a proclaiming liberty 
to the wolves to come into 
Chriſts fold to prey upon his 
lambs; a Toleration of ſoul- 
murther( the greateſt murther 


of all other, )and forthe eſtabliſhing whereof, dam- 
ned ſouls in hel would accurſe men on earth. Neither 


would 


(17; 
would it be to provide for tender conſciences, but to 
take away all conſcience ; it evil be ſuffered it will 
not ſuffer good, it Errour benot forcibly kept un- 
der, it will be ſuperiour , which we here the rather 
ſpeak of , ro undeceive thoſe weak ones , who under 
the ſpecious pretext of liberty of conſcience /though 
falſly {o called, and being indeed, as is well obſerved 
by the generall Aſſembly of the Church of Scor- 
land f, Liberty of Errour , Scandal , Schiſme , Hereſie, 
diſhonouring of God , oppoſing the Truth , hindering Re- 
formation , and ſedacing others ) are charmed by S4- 
can into a better liking ot an unconſcientious Tole- 
ration. We alſo dread to think , what horrid Blaſ- 


f Sce the De- 
(Ivration and 
E xhortation 

of the Gene- 
ral Afcmbly 
of the Church 
of Scotland ro 


phemies would be belched out againſt God ; what **'rBrevieen 


vile abominations would be commitred ; how the 
duties of neereſt relations would be violated ; what 
differences and diviſions there would be in Families 
and Congregations , what heart-burnings would be 
cauſed; what diſobedience to the civil Magiſtrate 
that might be palliated over with a pretence of con- 
ſcienceas well as other opinions and praQiſes ; whac 
diſturbance' of che civil peace, 


in England, 
Page 4- 


and diſſolution of humane (o- ghee rods fo $ dewring Ale difſenſ « 
ciety £, and of all Government {cum mois, I { ——-_axg 


Church and Common /ubvercis. Synoplis purior. theolog, dilp. 


wealth , if once Liberty were 5 *<< 6:. 
given by a Law ( which God. forbid) tor men to 
profeſſe and pratice what opinions they pleaſed ; 
yea, fin would be then commirced without any re- 
Kraint or ſhame, although the more liberty to ſin the 
greater bondage. The eſtabliſhing of a Toleration, 
would make us become he ORENg and loathing 
of 


þ Lev. 26. 25. 


(18) 
oF all Nations, and being (o palpable a breach of onc 
Covenant , wovld be the high road way to lay Eng- 
lan1s gtory for ever inthe duſt, and awaken again(t 
us the Lord of hoſts to bring a ſword upon us ro 
avenge the quarrel of h:is Covenant h. A loleration 
added ro our fins would make us ro God an intole- 
table burthen ; he would doubrlefſe think of caſing 
himſelf, he world be weary of repenting. And when 
Feſus Chrift ſhould come to judge both-quick and 
dead, rhe very lukewarm Prelates whom Chriſt hath 
ſpued out of his mouth ( who in their times would 
never have conſemed to fuch a Toleration as is now 
defired) would riſe vpn judgment againſt us & con- 

dema us. And therefore how- 


i And.from brethren,in things of the mind, ever there are ſome #s that do 


we look for novo 
and reaſongz in other thing 


apalizon,bur thar of gh conceive that in things of the 


the ſword in the Parliaments hands for the 
terror of evil doers , and of them 
that do well, @c. Sree 4 Lane (ant to the 
Houſe of Commons aud printed 1645. going 
under the name of Oliver Cramwel and fes 


mind the fword is not put into 
the hand of the civilMagiſtrare 
for theterror of evil doers and 
the praife them that do well, 


. Rutherford #» bi rhe 
_ wo. | qumptny 5) th Yet becauſe we judge the To- 


eration of Ml kind of opmions 
and profeſſions in matters of Faith (Errours there- 
in bcing in the number of thoſe evil works to 


in 
& Rom3-34- which the Magiftrate is to bee a terror &) ro be 


impious and wicked, and would be a render 
nurfe to-give fack ro and cheriſh the foul , uply, 
monftruous and miſ-fhapen births of our times, 
as it wonld be alfo deftryftive 'ro the Com- 
mon wealth , thongh we ſhall ecafily gram, 
men are not to be puniſhed by rhe 
Arme fortheir nternall opinions cd "4 
dilco- 
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diſcover |, yet with our reve- 
rend Bzethren we do here pro- 
teſſe ro this Church, and to all 
theChurches otGad thraugh- 
out the whole world , That we 
de det:ſt the forementioned T als - 
ration m. Anewhat ever others 
mayexpect to the contrary, yet 
we hope that God will never 
tlufter the Parliament of Exg- 
landeverto be fo unmindtul of 
either ther Solemn League 3: 
Covenant , or of their own 
former Declarations anc Re- 
monſtraacces #, Proteſtarions 
& Proteflioas,zxs once to give 
a lifining car to ſuch as mighc 
move for {uch a thingzand thar 


t ghtbe kept from being 
refs great a fin, ſhall be 
our carneſt for rhem to 
God conti night 6 day. 


I'V. 


Andthus having 


(19) 


expreſſed our d 


L bus 1400-208 dd flipnlammart Qui (cut, bam; 


mum cogitati mes liberss effc atunt 114 quorum = 
trber de fre opintoner a mag iſtratu tolcrandas 
eſſe arbrorentur , qnamvs enum 1nerng 6- 
110K4 O/TBICHES NG BG) Co pAries 4 LAT gm UT; 
{pi am 14101! &i reipublk 4 txttialem religio- 
4 pro ſef0091! cy 4 magiiiras qui uſNliber / n* 
vibus coffe permnnendam wegama:. Synuph, 
purior, thevi, diſpur C . thei. 69. 

m Seca Teitimony ro the Liuth of Jes 
fas Chrait, page 34+ 


B The bonorgute Hou/t of Commer; {o they 
reman/t-are, T hey infule wntethe poople tha 
we men t& abohih all Church Crovern- 
ment ,z2d lcave every mani his own fancy 
far whe lervice and worſhip of God --- --- 
eAnd then afterw 27 4s they aeclare; And we 
dohere declare that it is fair! from out Pure 
pale and dekare to let lace the golden reins 
of Dicipline and Government in the 
Chorch , to leave privare perſons or parti= 


bp 99s 4 ape wig take up what form 
of divine lervice they "gg % we hold x 
requikte thut there f.outd be throug houe 
the whole Ream a conformity to that er{es 
which the Laws enjoyn , according to the 
Word of God. See the Remonſiraxce of the 
Stare of the Kingdom Decernb. i ;, 1641, 


fence con- 


cerning the Exrours and Herefies of theſe times, and 
the Tokeration of them, which to us is ſo hateful and 
abominable, we arenow carried on to declare whar 
we conceiveto bethe cauſe of the ſpreading of aus 


frering leprofie and cating gangrene. 
If we make inquiry into our ſelves, we muſt needs 


acknowledge, our not oy truth as we ought, not 


impro- 


(20) 
{mproving precious opportunities for good that have 
been pur into our hands, the great decay of the pow- 
er of godlineſſe, leaving firſt love, lukewarmneſle, 
ſleighting and undervaluing the means of grace, and 
barrenneſſe under them , ( faults, generally ro be 
found in the better ſort of people ) together with the 
many other grievous fins that are committed in the 
Lan, are juſt cauſes why we ſhould be {courged 
with ſuch a ſpirituall plague z bur yer theſe hinder 
not but that we may alſo as truly number , the nor 
ſetling a well ordered Church Government for (0 
long a time after the old rotten building was pulled 
down, amongſt the cauſes of the growth and ſpread- 
ing of pernicious Errours. Anarchy will cauſe con- 
fuſion in the Church as well as in the Common 
wealth. Andrherefore we do profeſle , that without 
a well ordered Church Government, that we here 

may uſe the words of the ge- 


gs the ds" 0 oF qo A. neral Aſſembly of the Church 
if of theCHurch or Sco » Page 12+ 
obere they uſe theſe expreſsions in refer- of Scotland 0 , we know no 


ence to the Presbyteriall Government, other proper and effettual remedy 
which we do alſo with them fully and azainſt the reſent dangers of Re- 
TR ligion in this Kingdom , or for 
purging the Church from Scandals which are deſtructive 
either to ſound doctrine or godlineſſe, and are therefore 
thankfullco the Parliament for ordaining of late, the 
ſpeedy diviſion of allthe Counties of the Kingdom 
oat in Claſſicall Presbyreries * : 
: Ee thRE CIral (4 ariiament tor t ns : 
ſpeedy dividing and ſecling he ſeveral Diſcipline and Government in 
ounties of this Kingdom into diſtin the- Church being the golden 
neon Oo preſent Parliament hath well 
likened 
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likened it) ſerving to curb and reſtrain men, who are 
by nature like a wi/de aſſes colt p, affeRting unbridled ?Job ut. x: 
liberty , it isthe rod wherewith to corre& petu- 
lant and froward children z the ſh-pherds crook 
which the faithfull Paſtors cannot want , bur to the 
ſpirituall prejudice of their locks ; the keyes opening 
the doors for the admittance in of thoſe whom 
Chriſt would have to be admitted into his Church, 
and the ſhutting out of whom he would have kepe 
out ;it is the hedg or wall to keep the ravenous beaſts 
from entering into Gods garden and vineyard; the 
means tO take the foxes , the little foxes that ſpoil the 
vines <q , and to purge out the /eaven that otherwiſe, {<2 *- '5- 
though bur little, yet would leaven the whole lumpr,, ©. 4 
And if nota little Family, no Common: wealth or 


focietyof men can conſiſt with- 
out the bond of Laws or Di- 
ſcipline /, how can it be ex- 
peed but want of Church 
Government will ſoon bring 
the Church to ruine: There- 
fore ſeeing Government is ſo 
neceſſary for the Church, we 
cannot but judge,thar the want 
of it, for ſo long atime , hath 
been and is one main cauſe 
of thoſe great evils with which 
chis fick & languiſhing Church 
is ſo much diſtempered. And 
as wee are fully perſwaded , 


$i nulla ſoietas ime nulla dom ua que vel 
modicam familiam habeat contineri in recto 
ſtatu fne diſciplina poreſt cam eſſe multo ma- 
£% noceſſariam in eccleſia cujus ſtatum quam 


#rdinettſimum eſſe decet.Calvin lib. 4.inftis, 


cap-12. [cR.1 Sicut nec familia nec reſpublica 
nec ulla bumana ſecictas fine legum & diſci- 
pline vinculo consiſtere poteſt ita nec ecclesie 
Chriſti ſua integrisas in boc mundo proteſt 
conſt are #iſi certo regimi,arg; eidoncis legibus 
ſin adſtricta ; per que ordo ejus & cyrafia 
adverſus carnis , mundi ſatbans , ſraudes ac 
militiones mrotolats Conſerverur. Synophs 
purior. theolog, Diſp. 48. thc. 1. 


tTaiah g. 6,7. 1 Tim.s.17.ARs 20.17, 
28. Heb. 13.7,17 324 1 Cor. 12, 28.Mat.:8. 
18, 19, 20, 


with the Reverend 


and learned Aﬀembly of Divines, from clear Scri- 


pture grounds t That the Lord Feſus as King and head 


$4 


(22) 
of his Church hath therein appoint ed 4 government in the 
hand of Ghurch- of ficers diſtunit from the civil Magiſtrate 

nSce the hum- 13, and that it 1s be por whoſe ſhoulders the government 

= wow 1s,wbo [its upon the throne of David and upon his kinzdom 
of Divines #0 order it and eſtabliſh it wah judgement and juſtice 
concerning © From henceforth even for ever , having all power grven 

Eaick. Lk to bims in heaven aud in earth by the Father who raiſed 

ſec.r p.gza, Hhimfromehe dead and ſet him on his own right hand,and 

_— the . put all things nndey his feet w. Soallo with our reve- 

of the Aſſem- rend Brethren the Miniſters of the Province of Lox- 

bly concen- dom x, We are well aſſured that Jefus Chriſt hath ſuf- 

GE emment, fieiently revealed in his Word how be will have has Church 

pag 3+ ia, governed now under the New Teitament : and that the 

—_ ba Presbyteriall Government (truly (0 called) by Precbyte- 
Truth of Ieſus T4Cs and Synods in 4 due line of (ubordination of the leſſer 
Chriſt, p. 24. to the greater (with proſperows ſmeceſs exerciſed inthe teſt 
reformed Churches ) is that Government mhich © mot 4+ 

greeable tothe mind of Feſws Chriſt revealed inScriptare 

And if this Government were- bus fwlly cſtabli- 

ſhed and (erled throughout this Kingdome, we doe 

not doubt but through the bleſſing of God inthe 

fincere and fairhfull exerciſe thereot, rbe miſts thar 

do at preſent-overſhadow and obſeure-this Church 

would be ſoon diſpelted z the Exrours that do boldly 

walk up and down without controll, would not dare 

ro peep forth ; or if they did, would be ſoon lupprel- 

ſed; looſeneſle & profanefle would be moze reftrain- 

ed, the power of godlineſle more advanced, many 

ſcandals prevented and removed, ſundry-ſtumbling 

blocks would be taken out of the way ot the weak, 

ro the healing of our diviſions, and fo the Spouſe of 

Chriſt, that at preſent is black-over, would look with 


another 


(23) 
another manner of face then now ſhe doth. Theex- 
perience of the Reformed Churches, and eſpecially 
of Scotland, confirms the luccesfulneſle of this Go- 
vernment abundantly tor the weeding up of Errours, 
and keeping the Church of Chriſt chaſte from being 
drawn aſide to commit {(piritual fornication with the 
idols of the brain. We allo our ſelves in the exerciſe 
of this Government, according to tl:ole cautions and 
conſiderations premiſed by us = , havetothe praiſe , c.. ,,. ;.. 
and glory of God cauſe to acknowledge it in ſome liberate Reſo- 
meaſure ſucceſsfull amongſt us in the exerciſe of that —_ = 
part thereof that is already ſericd , for the ſtirring up = © \ſpel 
of the ignorant to endeavour after more knowledge, win the 
and the reſtraining of the ſcandalous; but much more 5207 ls 
fruit we apprehend would be reaped trom it, if in all fr, with 
the pares thereof it were in its full torce eſtabliſhed. "*ir grounds 
But in the mean time , we cannot but bewail that according to 
there are ſo many thet are prejudiced againſt it, do which they 
aſperſe ir, (peaking evill of what they underſtand nor, Pn? ©xen 
and that ſundry do not onely refuſe to ſubmit to it Prevbyrerial 
themfelves , bur do with tooth and nail oppoſe and 69%<rnment 
hinder the eſtabliſhing ofit in the Kingdom. Here (0. 
alſo we do further fignifie , thac we cannot only our 14nces of Var- 
ſelves ſubmit tro what the reverend and —] Aſ- ny 

of Divines have preſented to the Honorable Novens, i7. 
Hontes of Parliament , as their humble advice con- 545 
cerning this Government {judging ir to be very con- 
ſonant to the Word of God, and well agrecing with 
the Government and Diſcipline of other reformed 
Churches ) but doe allo unfeignedly and heartily 
deſire, in purſuance of our Covenant, that the three 
Kingdoms may be brought to that unitormiry tor 
| Diſcipline 
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Diſcipline and Geveniees that is adviſed to there, 
not without much regreet diſapproving of the new- 
coined titles of diſtinction of a Scottiſh and Engliſh 
Presbyterie. * 


V. 


As for our Solemn League and Covenant for the 
defence of our Religion, and to endeavour Reforma- 
tion , we cannot but here call to mind the manifold 
encouragements given us totakeit, it being ( when 
it was by Authority preſſed upon us) thought a fit 
and excellent meancs to acquire the favour of almizhty 

« See the Or= God towards the three Kingdoms a : and for the beuter 
Paince Of encouraging of all ſorts of perſons to take it , was by the 
Feb 2, 1643, Parliament, inthe renth inſtruQion for the taking of 
for the raking the Covenant, recommended ts the Aſiembly of Divines 
Corn. 26 make 4 brief Declaration, by way of Exhortation, 18 all 
ſorts of perſons to take it , as that which they judged not 

only lawfull, but (all —_ conſidered) exceeding ex- 

pedient and neceſſary for all that wiſh well to Religion, the 

King and Kingdom,to joynin, and to be 4 ſingular pledge 

of Gods gracious goodue(ſe to all the three Kingdoms , and 

was accordingly urged by the Aſſembly, «s the ſove- 

. raigne and only meanes to recover an embroiled bleeding 

pow = remnant b : And yet further, that in the Declaration 
the raking the of both Kingdoms joyned in Arms , ordered to be 
Ce > the Printed Fan. 30. 1643. ſuch as would not rake the 
Houſe of Com. Covenant are declared to be publike enemies to their 
mons to be Religion and Country ,and that they are to be cenſured and 
n cog yo. puniſhed as profeſſed adverſaries and Aalignants, All 
which, as they did lay ſtrong engagements on us fo 

race 


(25) 
take it, ſoto ſeeit ſo urged and preſſed, made our 
hearts within us to leap for joy. We remetnbred our 
ſervitude and bondage under the Prelaticall Task- 
malters, how tie Dottrine, Diſciphne,and Worſhip 
had been corrupted , and this Covenant for Extit- 
pation of Popery, Preltcy , Superſtition, Herelic, 
Schiime and Protaneneſle, and for Retormation of 
Rei onin Doctiine, Dilcipline, Government and 
Worthip, not only recommended, ut alſo comman - 
ded, and lo ſtrongly preiled by the Higher Powers 
to be taken throughout theſe three Kingdoms , did 
in the midit of our troubles, at that time lying on 
us,mightily revive and cheer our Crooping (pirits , 
and was as life fromthe acad c, Weallo thall never 
torgert, how the taking ot this Covenant was by our 
[clves preiſed an«l urged on our leverall Congregati- 
.ons, how folemnly un was ſworne , and what rejoy- 
Cing there was at the Oath, ſundry at the taking ot it 
weeping for joy. And when the Covenant was thus 
taken, we thought within our (clves that ſurely now 
the Crown is ſet on England; head , we judged the 
day of entring into this Covenant to be England: 
Coronation day , as it was the day of the gladneſle 
of our hearts, and wherein God wiped away the re- 
proach caſt upon us by Separatiſts before, tor the 
want of an expreſle Covenant. We do alſo remem- 
ber,how Copies of this Covenant were ſent abroad 
into neighbouring reformed Churches, by whom as 
they were received with great joy, ſo doubtleſſe then 
their expeRations were raiſed, to ſee England ſhortly 
brought neerer unto them in a througher Reformati- 
on according tothe Word _ God, thoſe things be- 


ing 


Cc Rom, 11.4 5. 


upor our Armies, 


I? Y 


we calt it away, who 


4 TI he hut thine you compiain of un 
the hen Frm nas well: then the 
lemn League a'i1 Cot nd he:c 
abound with y Ju Pathetick inter: £471 ['$ 
to atic& the hearts ft choice w] eyYS 2rc in 


mheir bowels, wivule ungcritaniings are 
drowned & (wailowed vp int! 
after this mancr. And / a! the Columnant,w 
$a5[olemn a Vow which creatur 
make 30 God in heaven, &c, And againy 
the Covenant for 'Þf- preſcruation &c, A 
again (like the Papilts wich hold up then 
idolatrous Puchariit in the eyes of the peo « 
ple.that they may tall duwn to worth pi) 
(hall the Cournant which hoth Houſer recom- 
mended to the Ajjembly of &:. Yet gain 
(as if here ]ay all your bait ro catch gudge- 
ons) ſhall our nutua!l and ſolemn League an4 
Covenant ſubſcribed by the Parliaments of 
beth Kingdoms &c. Once more yet (or if 
this ipring fails all our ſport will be loft) 
ſhall the Covenant even with thoſe that took it 
be alrealy out of date ? &'6. Scotitith milt 
dilpeld, pag 22. 


: 


- 


wa!l {et up betwixt them and us And let us never Ic 
ſlip out ot our minds, how God trom heaven {mile 
rom the hrſt day of entrins | 
this Covena'it, untiil thronoh the good | ? 
Go upon us tor g00 | 
Vas (1 1c Droke 1n PIC Kt and thee! re If Io 


k « the # 5% Pr SE SV aY +1 # . S Y 44 L 
foon 25 we have rc p2d ſuch truit and beneti 


taken upagantoliy 
this, wc with we had not cauſe 
this Covenant thus ſtrongly uro 


(26) 


ng abjured which had been formerly as a partition- 
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NOWS but we may ve torced ro 
e Our lives 2 And cot tor all 
[ 'O« '1in,t! l 

ed, 0 emnly 


with {uccelle, by COntemne 
e19ited , | 
Led. 
\V here an holy ani reliv4ous 
Covegant, once mace, 15 re- 
Parcicd as it ought, it will be 
reverentiy ſpoken of , neither 
W1il the earnelt and patlicticall 
prefling the not caſting it away 
be any matter tO qua.rell or 
ſcofte at. And yet belides (un- 
dry other unlavoury and re- 
proachtull exprefſions uſed, 
tending plainly to bring the 
Covenant into diſgrace, { to 
ſay no worle ofthem ) d ſome 
there are that |ik*n the earneſt 
and often prefling of not lay- 
ing aſide the Covenant to 


the practiſe of the Paprits bolding up the idolatrous 


Eucha . 
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abhor, ſo inthat they {ct the wd the Law of God did teach for doe 
Covenant ( that makes the #1rthenanionaf the Bl iow 
Word oft God thc rule of all Gnu polts, the holy SuIptures, $0112) 
Reformation and Unitormity 7 4/prited , page 26, 27. 

that is {worn to there ) at hoſtile oppoſition with 

the Word of God, itis very evident to what purpoſe 

they tend, [c. that the Covenanted Unitormity in 

matters ct Religiog ſhould not be inſiſted on or ur- 

coed, for that wereto ſet up caged jab the Covenant, by 

Gods poſts, the holy Script wes,and were to be like the Few 

hav ins his Talmud, the Turk his CA lcharon, the Papiſt 

his Ma{(s book, &rc. and therefore the concluſion is, 

better it is that this brazen ſerpent ſhould be broken im pie- 
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(28) 
ces aud rround to powder, then that men ſhould fall down 
and worſhip it, thongh formerly an healing benefit was 
received from it. Are not thele plain evidences 11 hat 
mean account tlic C,ovenant 15 with {oine perlons, 
when the earneſt preſſing the not laying it alice is lo 
{corned and floatcd at, and when the urging of 0 
venanted Unitormity will not be endured / And is 
not t!11s Covenant allo moſt palpably broken, when 
not only Unitormity 15 cryed out againſt, but a To- 
leration of all kind of Errours, Herefies and Scilms, 
in ſtead of endeavours toextirpate them, is earneſtly 
purſued by divers ? to fay nothing of the great in - 
creaſe of Errours of all kinds,the wotul divittons and 
rents in the Church which never were more or grea- 
ter then fince the Covenant was taken) nor of the a- 
bominable looſneſle and prophar--nefle of the times, 
which certainly is not for to amend our lives, and each 
one to goe before auat her in the example of areall Refor - 
mation, according as was protefled and promiſed. 
For theſe things wee ſee cauſe to hang down our 
heads and bluſh, and that our eyes ſhould run down 
with tcares continually, as our hearts at the conſide- 
ration hereof may bee aſtoniſhed and ſwallowed up 
with grref : Oh what diſhonour is hereby broughe 
to God ! What ſcandal given to Religion ! Whar 
matter of reproach and {corn is this like to be unto us 
from our common enemy ! Whatan unpacalel'd blor 
15 hereby laid upon this Church and Nation, never 
like to be waſhed out in this Age nor inthe Age of 
our children after us ! and what danger of {witr de- 
ftruRion, if there benor repentance in time ! May 
not the Lord complain of us, as once he did of 7ſracl, 
When 


When (tf) he ſlew them, then they [ourht him, and they re. | P58. 14: 
turned and enquired early a{tcr Gol, and they remembred 316 37+ 
that God ws thetr rock and the high God thur Rediemer, 

neverthe.c < they ard flatico him with thiir mouth, and x | 


1 4 4 7 
they [yecd wnio rim with ther 10n700y, for ten hoart was 


nat r17ht with him ,ne:ther were they ſtedfaſt 11 bis Cove- 

nant, Andmay 1 not belaid ut us, as inthe Jaycs 

of Joſrah 1t was (ail concerning treacherous Judah 

that lad inacc 4 /olemn Coronant with God for Reforma | 

tron(g), that the twracld not to God wth her whole heart, ** 

but fei7nedly (1). And belides ali this, neighbour & er. 3- « 

Chuches take notice of out [trance breich of cove- 

nant, and are amazed it it. Our dear brethren of - 

$.o:land, who upon Our taking this Covenant were 

induced to imbirque themlelves with us,and runne a 

common hazard in the ſame caiſe, do ladly com- 

plain (s) of che crying [in of breach of Covenant» -- and ; c,, ty pe 

that the ſlaves of beauty and bands, Covenant and bro - bu tationof the 

therhood are broken by many in this Kingdom, and arc gm {Jen - | 
| 
| 


fog 


much caſt down in themlclves and grieved, fearing # of $0t- 

leaſt they ſhould loſe the fruit of all their ſufferings {4 { 17 chore 

and hazards tor our ſakes,ſc.the eſtabliſhment of Re- Il" hy 

formation and Uniformity in Religion in theſe three # 2A AY 1 

Kingdoms according to the Word of God, and ex- | 

ample of the beſt retormed Churches, and which, 

| notwithſtanding all ſuggeſtions whatſoever to the | | 
contrary, we dare neither be {o injurious nor uncha- 

rita>le tawards them, as not to judge was the main 

| end by them propoſed when they firſt engaged 

with us, eſpeciilly' when we conſ1der whence came 

| the firſt tirrings of the wheels of Chriſts chariot in great 

Britain of later times, and who it was that firſt ſounded 1 
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AE "- $9 f . 4 
he retreat to return from Þ 4 von, which poſterity will 
know tothe [ccond coming of Feſus Chriſt, thouoh wee 


3 D = 2 + * | "> » » ow% (3! , 
ſhould not own it, of which we are modeſtly pur in 
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t ; 1 


ae. [terity When he is dead. The things th 
Readerp.6, already mentioned in reference t breach of Cove 

nant, are matter of Ceepeſt ſorrow to our hearts eſpe - 

cially if wee do further confer what guilt of perju- 

ry (1), ſpitituall adultery (9), high ticafon avainſt 

* Jer. 0. the God of heaven 15 hereby brought upon our land g 

nP,98.10.37 and that allo breich of Covenant is a thing which 

2 Ring, 7.15, God complains of (#), threatens levercly (0), and tor 

04 which he hath infliſted fore Judgements on his peo- 

Deur. 29.20, ple in former times p. As for our {elves,thouvh we 

"Ig 7 $4 cannot excule our tclves from failings againſt our 

p 2 King 6.7. Covenant, for which we defire untcigneily to be 

15. humbled ; yer conſidering that tor the matter of ir, 

there is nothing in it to be repented of , but that the 

ſeed of Reformation and the toundation of the houſe 

of the Lord isin it, and knowing alſo how folemn- 

ly,with hands lifted up co the molt high God, it was 

taken, and that it was made with the Almighty who 

will not be mocked, and in his preſence who is the 

ſearcher of all hearts, with a true intention to perform the 

ame 4s we ſhall anſwer at the great day when the ſecrets 

of all hearts ſhalbe diſcloſed, we do therefore by the 

grace of God relolve,that we will not ſuffer our [elves 

ether direttly or indirettly , by whatſoever combination, 

perſwaſion or terror to be ever withdrawn, either in 

whole or in part, from this ſacred League and Covenant, 


thar 


IN h. 19.29, 
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chat was {0 ſolemnly and cheerfully 
thetime of Enzl:nzds low eitite and {2d | 


ptation, bt (hall,a!l th 
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mote the (am? a-cor din 7 19 our power 
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ever , bein? fully atflured 
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RY 


there 1s 


none on caith that hath that power over our contcl- 


ences, 2s to diſcharge us at their picalue tf: 
bond of els facred Oath z and that thereto): 


O71t11e 


m_—_— * 
C UNC Nate 


ties envaved in If, whatever foine mens intentions 
.m12! f YE WEN they t 10K it, and However the come 
m-n enemy (whole prevalency and power,tog:ther 
with our low condition in this Land before, C144 fii ſt 
Occation the entring intout\) benow fuppreſled, are 
notwith(tinding (till as firmly bound to their utmoſt 
to endeavour, according to their places, the pertor- 
mance of all the leverall things therein contained and 
{worn, (and that yet have not received their accom- 
pliſhment becauſe the war's endedjas atthe firſt raking 


of it. & theretore, though we 
cannotburt heartily lament,that 
any ſhouldbe (o ſtrangely delu- 
ded as toqconceive lomuch, yet 
we d) abhor that it ſhould be 
ſo much as once imagined , 
that when the common enemy 
is ſuppreſſed, this Covenant 
then forthwith ſhould be out 
of date, and but like an Alma 

nack of the laſt year, ſhewing us 
rather what we have already done 


þ 


q Iirit, 1 do not conceive the parties to 
that Lotfapuc intended thereby tobe ever- 
laitingly bound exch toother, the grounds 
of (tt1king ity being meerly occalional for 
the joyn.ng in 2 war to ſuppreſs the com. 
mon «nm my, accordingly we did yoyn; the 
enemy 15 (1t we be wile)(uppreſied,and the 
wa (ag you (ce Jende.), what thould theCo. 
VEN dohut like an Almanack of the lift 
yer, ihew us rather what wee haye already 
doncgthen what we be now todo, See the 
Indepcndency of England endeavoured: ro be 
maintained by Henry Marten, a member of 
the Par'iament there, C7. page, x1, 

then what wee be now 


todo, And becaule, as when it was firſt enjoyned 


[0 
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to be taken, it was thought a fic means to 2cquire the 
favour of God ; {vo we now are tully perl vaded, be- 
ing kept and obſerved,it would inake Eng andthe de- 
light of God, the rejoycing of all crue hearted Saints 
at home anÞ amroad, a COraltve and vexation to the 
Devil, Antichriſt,all Popiſh proplane and Ma'iznant 
perions at home and 10r0ad,enk 2 mUrrour ct ncom - 
parable mercy. We thall ehcretore (2« by tl Order 


r Dic Verne? \ Fm, i644 ©) re by 
the Commont Aﬀlemotcd im Pirttament, 
that the Solemn Leivne and Covenant be 
on every day ot Faſt andp 14g 0 BUM e 
ation, puviickly re:d in every Church and 
Convregation within this Kin:dom, and 
that every, Congrepatzon bee enoyned to 
hive Oc « t enclaid Covenants fa 1 Pine 
ecd in 2 fur lecter, inatable firred ro hany 


upin ſome publike place of the Church, 
to be read. 

ſ See the humble Advice of the Adem- 
bly of Divines concerning 2 CAnfcihon of 
Futh, Chap. 22. Sci. 4 page 40. 


and adherence to it. 


r 0t the Honoura vic tle Houle 
of Commons, we are appoin- 
tedto read it every Falt day) 
n our places,by ſtirring up our 
ſeveral Congregations, to be 
alwaves mindtull of it to our 
uttermoſt enceavour,thatelicy 
may oblerve and keep it, not 
expeQing the blefling of God 
any longer on thele Kingdoms 
then in the remembrance of ut, 
And as with the Reverend Aſ- 


ſembly of Divines, / we are aſſured, that an 84th is to 
be taken in the plain and common ſenſe of the words withs 


$5ece the Ret 


out equivocation, or mental reſerva:on, adjudgeing the 


ſons of the CONLLary Opinion to lay a certain foundation for the 


t 


preſent judge- eluding all oathes,as ſuch a ſa/vo as this, that the Co - 
mene of the yenant may be taken in mens own lenſe, hath given 


Univerſity of 


Oxford cone: OCCaſion to ſome to except againſt the taking of it 2; 
the Govenant {oO what ever any others may concetv2 to the contra- 
&c.p.2222+ ry, With our Reverend Brethren, the Miniſters of 


x See the Te- 


Nimony tothe the Province of London #, we do firmly believe, That 
Truth of Je- neither this nor any other eath is othcrwiſe to bee interpre- 


page 28, 


ted, then according to the common, plain and true zram- 
matical 


"I —_— —— _©@© 


| | (33) 
mtical ſenſe of it z accounting it a moſt abſurd and 


wicked 


ot ir, when it is ſo interpreted,zs to 


to defend and maintain 1ny kind of Religion 
whatſoever , without any enquiry at all how ortho- 
doxit is, if eff ab{iſhed by cher who have all the authority 
that is viſible to chooſe for rhemſclyrs, ( which is the 


conſtruction that is put upon it 
by ſome that profeffe ro have 
taken wit) God having never 
given fuch an abſolute power 
to any men on carth to eſta. 
bliſh what religion they pleaſe, 
and to require from any ſorr 
of perſons in any Kingdome 
wharfoever ; ( who are allto 
render an account to God for 
themfelves ) that they ſhould 
maintain and defend it upon 
ſuch _—_— , withour 
any enquiry at all wherher it 
banrotidio to the Word of 
God or no; as allo, becauſe 
the Covenunt according to 
this imeerpretation might be 
madecthe bond of iniquity, to 
maintain und defend ſuch Re- 


ligions as are flat contrary to 


the Word of God as Fudeiſm, 
Turciſme, and even Paganiſme, 
yea Popery it felt , although by 
Covenant wee bee expreſly 
bound to endeavour to extir- 

pate 


whecnadly , what would it do were ut re- 
newed and made perpoiuall ? trus muck it 
taith 10 my opimon and no note ; when 
loever you (hall be violenly hindered in 
the exocrntion of that Religion you had 
2114 pit = "7 ic tie ut the engage- 
ment, and ſhall req irc our athiftapce, we 
muſt afford it you 164 the removall of that 
viokknce. In like manner, when we 11141] be 
hindred in the exerciſe of that Rrligion 
which we acor 1p tothe Covenant Nall 
eltabli,h berr, upon requeſt to you made 
for that eftc&t,yoo are tryed to afvilt u,And 
fo thronghout 211 the other clauſcs reſpe» 
Quvely & equilly, carrying this along with 
you, we att heichy obliged to the recipre» 
call defence of one another , according ro 
the declar:rion of the prtywronged in any 
of the particulars there compriſcd, without 
being cavilled at or (crupled by the party 
invoked, whether your Religion be the 
ſame ic was,or ours the (ame it ſhould be ; 
whether the bounds of your liberties or 
ours be not enlarged beyond their then» 
line, whether your Delinquents or ours be 
juſtly fo or no. For, the native Rights of 
both people being the principall, if nor the 
only thing we looked on when we (ſwore, 
we do not keep our oath in preſerving thoſe 
rights,if we do ot allow this moſter-righe 
to each ſeverall people , namely ro be (ole 
Judges within themſelves , what religion 
they will ſet up , what kind of lawes they 
will have, what ſize, what number of Ma» 


giltrates rhey bold fir ro execure thoſe laws, - 


and 
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and what ofenders to be tryed by them. 
Hereupon, you know, we did not enquire 
at all how Orthodox your Religion was be- 
tore we vowed to maintain you in it , that 
Is inthe quiet polle(sion of it, [notinthe 
theologie ovtruth of ,it, a byunes tor an 
Vanivecſiy perhaps, not for a Kingdome] 
being well aſſured it was eſtabliſhed by 
them who had all the authority that is viſi- 
ble ro chuſe for theraſelves, and couid not 
Wirhout apparent breach of order, and in- 
jury to fundamentals be dilturbed in the 
exerciſe of whar they had ſo choſen. See 
the Independency of England enleauoured to 
be maintained by Henry Marten & Membcyr 
of the Pariiameut there, fc. pas. ty 1 
x Either 4 14. 


) 
4 its if eftabliſhed by ther 


who have all the authority that is 
viſible to chooſe for them{elves. 

And theretore , we are {ure 
this can be none of thoſe native 
rizhts of the people of any of 
theſe Kingdomes , which we 
looked on when we ſware, and 
which by this Oath or Cove- 
nant wee ate obliged to pre- 
ſerve. 

T hus, fearing leſt if we had 
alto; ether held our peace at this 


time x, God might have ſufficiently have vindicated 
his truth by other inſtruments , but for our baſeneſſe 
judged us unworthy to be intruſted any wy. with 
ſoprecious aticaſureas Truth is z we have therefore 
cholen rather to approve our {elves faithtullro God, 
by joyning hands with our Brethren (who have wit- 
neſled ſuch a good confeſsion in giving ſuch a pub- 
like and open Teſtimony ro the Truth of Feſws Chriſt, 
To our Solemn League and Covenant , and againſt the 
Errours, Hereſies, and Blaſphemes of theſe time, and the 
Toleration of them ) though for ſo doing we ſhould 
be never {o much perſecuted by men z than by our 
{intull filence ſeem ro be aſhamed eirher of Chriſt, 
his Truth, or faithfull Servants, boldly ſtanding up 


-1n the cauſe of our great Maſter, although thereby 


we might be aſſured to gain the whole world. 

And now having diſcharged our conſciences , 
however our actions may be miſconſtrued by ſome, 
yet we knowing our witneſle is in heaven, and un 
Go 


(35) 
God is the righteous Judge , we do not doubt bur 
the teſtimony of our conſciences(that herein we have 
aimed at nothing but the glory of God , the defence 
of his-Truth , the health and recovery of rhis bleed- 
ing Church, the caſting ſome diſcountenance upon 
the raging Errours ot theſertimes , and to teſtifie our 
adherence to our Solemne League and Covenant 
will abundantly ſupport us againſt the worſt ot evils 
chat can befall us "4 witneſle- bearing to the Truth, 


Subſcribed the 3*. of March 1647. by us, 


Richard Heyrick Warden of Chrift-Colledge in 
Mancheſter, 
Richard Hollinworth Fellow of Chriſt- Colledge in 
Mancheſter, 
Alexander Horrocks Miniſter of the Goſpel at Dean. 
ohn Tilſley Paſtor of Dean. | 
Fon Harper Paſtor of Bolton, 
; Richard Goodwin Miniſter ot the Goſpel at Bolrop. 
Richard Benſon Miniſter of Chollerzon, 
William Alt Miniſter of Bury. 
Robert Bath Paſtor of Rachael. 


| 
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William dſuheton Paltol of Middleton, 

Fohn Harriſon Paſtor of Aſshton underline, 

Thomas Pyke Paſtor of Radcliff. 

Fohn _A ngicr Paſtor of Denton, 

William Walker Miniſter of the Goſpel at Newton- 
heath Chappell. 

Toby Furneſſe Miniſter of the Goſpel, 

Foha Foanes Miniſter of Eccles. 

Edward Woolmer Miniſter of Flixton, 

Robert Gilbody Preacher at Holcome. 

Fonathan Scholefield Miniſter at Heywood. 

Thomas Holland Miniſter of Rin2lcy, 

Thomas Clayton Miniſter of Didsbury. 

Robert Conitantine Miniſter of Ouldham. 

Peter Bradſhaw Miniſter of Cockey. 

Fohn Brierly Preacher at Salford. 

Thomas Zohnſon Miniſter of the Goſpel at Halſal. 

William Bell Paſtorat Ayton. 

William Dun Miniſter of the Goſpel at 0rmeskirk. 

Fames Worrall Paſtor of Auzhton. 

Will. A (pinwal” Preacher of Gods word at Mayhall. 

Fohu:Mallinſon Min. of Gods word at Melling. 

Robert Seddon Miniſter of Gods word at Atker. 

William Norcot Miniſter of Weſt -Derby. 

W.liam Ward Miniſter of the Goſpel at Walton. 

Nevis Kay Paſtor at YYalton. 

Henry Boulton Preacher at Hale. 

Fohn Fogge Paſtor of Liveypoole, 

Foſeph Tompſon Miniſter of Sephton, 

Fo. Kyd Miniſter of cM uch.Crosby., 

Fames Bradſhaw Paſtor of the Church:atWzay, 

Fames Starkey Paſtor of North-mroles, 

James 


f 
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Zames Wood Preacher o the Word at A/chuew in 
Makerfield. 
Robert Yates Paſtor of the Church at Warrington. 
Bradley Hayhurit Preacher of che Ward at Leigh, 
Thomas Norman Paſtor of Newton. 
Timothy Smith Preacher of the Word at Aainfereh, 
John Wright Paſtor of Bilknge. 
Henry Shaw Paſtor at Holland. 
Thomas Crompton Miniſter of the Gaſpel at 4/iley. 
William Bagzaley Miniſter of the Goſpel at Burtonweod 
William Leigh Preacher of the Word at Newchwrer. 
Richard Mawdeſley Paſtor of Ellins. 
Fames Hyet Paſtor of Creſton. 
Thomas Cranage Paſtor of Brindle. 
Edward Gee Miniſter of the Goſpel at Eccleſton, 
Paul Latham Paſtor of Standiſh. 
Samuel Foanes Paſtor of Hoole, 
Henry Welch Miniſter at Chorley. 
William Brownſword Preacher at Duggelas, 
Fames Crichley Preacher at Penworthams. 
Edward Fleetwood Paſtor at Kirkham. 
Iſaac Ambroſe Paſtor of Preſton. 
William Addiſon Leturer at Preſton. 
William Inzham Miniſter at Gooſenarghe. 
Matthew Moore Miniſter at Broughton. 
Chriztopher Edmunaſon Paſtor at Garſtang. 
Thomas Smith Preacher at Garſlang-Chappall. 
Fohn Breres Miniſter at Padiam. 
Richard Fackſon Paſtor at Whittington. 
Nicolas Smith Paſtor of Tatham. 
Robert Shaw Paſtor at Cockeram. 
Fames Scholecroft Miniſter at Caton. 
Thomas 


(3$ 
Thomas Whitehead Paſtor o. Halton. 
Peter Atkinſon Miniſter of Ellel. 
Fobn Jaques Miniſter of Bolton, 
Riche d Walker Miniſter of YFarton. 
Philip Bennes Miniſter of Wer ſton, 
FWilliam Smith Paſtor of ever- Kelles. | 
Brian FVillan Miniſter of Covlton. | 
Peter Smith Miniſter of Shireſbead. 
Edward Afton Miniſter of Clanughton, 
Thomas Demy Miniſter of YVire(dalle, 
Thomas Fawcet Miniſter at Overton. 
VVilliam Garner Preacher of the Goſpel. 
Fobn Smith Miniſter of Melling, 


